
STATE OF MICHIGAN METHOD FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 

OAKLAND COUNTY ASSIGNING CASES IN ORDER 

PROBATE COURT THE PROBATE COURT 2026-01 

This administrative order is issued in accordance with Michigan Court Rule 8.112(B) 

that allows a trial court to issue administrative orders governing internal court 

management, and pursuant to Michigan Court Rule 8.lll(B), which requires a LAO 

for assignment methods other than by lot. 

This order rescinds Oakland County Probate Court Local Administrative Order 2018-

02. 

Assignment of Cases 

I. Judicial assignment of cases shall be by blind draw

A. The Chief Probate Judge may revise the judicial assignment of all probate

cases such that assignments are weighted by case type to create a

balanced workload. Within each case type, the selection of judge shall be by

blind draw weighted to reflect the specific percentage to be assigned to each

judge.

B. The percentage weight of case types assigned to each judge may be

modified as needed by the Chief Probate Judge for the purpose of judicial

efficiency.

C. Requests to review blind draw assignments must be made to the Probate Court

Administrator or Probate Register.

II. Blind Draw Procedure

A. The judicial assignment by blind draw shall be accomplished through random

electronic selection of a judge's name from the corresponding case category. This

process will occur under the direction of the Probate Cort Administration. The case

categories presently used are:
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14. In all situations under subsection (A), a protective order case shall be treated

the same as a conservatorship case.

B. Reassignment of Cases

1. Cases shall be reassigned according to the provisions of MCR 8.111.

2. If it appears to any two judges that the interests of justice would better be

served by reassignment of any case. that case may be reassigned to the other

judge of this probate court by written order of the Chief Probate Judge.

3. If it comes to the attention of the Probate Court Administrator or Probate

Register that for any reason proper procedures were not followed in the

assignment of any case, he/she shall notify the judges involved. and may

initiate a Chief Judge Order of Reassignment in accordance with this

Administrative Order.

4. Disqualification of Judge

a) If a judge is disqualified or for other good cause cannot undertake an assigned

case (hereinafter, "disqualified judge''), the Chief Probate Judge by way of this 

Administrative Order, directs reassignment to another judge by use of the 

electronic blind draw process. If the disqualified judge's name is drawn via the 

electronic blind draw process, another electronic blind draw will be taken until a 

judge other than the disqualified judge is drawn. The unused draws of the 

disqualified judge will be replenished in the electronic blind draw banks. 

b) If a judge is disqualified, or for other good cause cannot undertake an assigned

case, and the case is reassigned pursuant to (4)(a), that judge's electronic blind 

draws will be increased one (1) draw in the appropriate electronic blind draw case 

type bank for each case that was reassigned. This is done to ensure consistent 

balance of case assignment. 
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c) If a judge is disqualified from hearing a case/cases by order of another with

authority to issue such order, that/those cases will be reassigned pursuant to this 

LAO and MCR 2.003(D)(4)(a). 

5. Procedures for Orders of Reassignment

a) All orders for reassignment shall contain the reason for reassignment. If the

reason for reassignment is based upon a disqualification of a judge, such order 

shall be attached to the Order for Reassignment. 

b) All orders for reassignment shall be approved by the Chief Probate Judge.

6. Any dispute as to the proper reassignment of any case shall be resolved by the

Chief Probate Judge.

Effective Date of Order:] _7 ,...,-l.fp 
H�n Jennife, Si Callaghan
C�ie

.
�f Judge}

\__/ 
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